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In a communications system, a method is described for controlling 
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by a plurality of sources having an "excess" state. For each source a 
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FAIR ALLOCATION OF EXCESS RESOURCES IN A COMMUNICATIONS 

SYSTEM 

This invention relates to a method of fairly 
controlling the excess usage of a finite resource, for 
5 example the usage of available bandwidth by permanent 
virtual circuits in frame relay networks. 

In frame relay networks, permanent virtual circuits 
are set up through the network and frames are routed at 
each node in accordance with a virtual circuit id carried 
10 in the packet header. Available bandwidth is of course 
determined by the physical links and as a result 
congestion can occur in the network. When this happens 
frame relay may discard packets, which then must be re- 
transmitted. 

15 Existing frame relay networks (based upon current 

frame relay standards) have a problem with regards to the 
way in which spare/ free bandwidth is allocated. Virtual 
circuits competing for excess bandwidth are not subject 
to fairness. Frames received by the switching mechanism 

20 are switched out to an outgoing transmit queue. If the 
transmit queue is congested (i.e. virtual circuits on 
that piece of bandwidth are transmitting more than the 
"resource can handle) then the number of frames in the 
transmit queue will increase, potentially eventually 

25 overflowing. Essentially, the virtual circuit 

transmitting the most frames will get to consume the most 
bandwidth and the most transmit and buffering resources. 

Current technologies in this area rely upon the 
Committed Information Rate and congestion procedures 
30 defined in the ANSI specifications. These procedures 

allow the user devices in a network to be policed to a 
committed information Rate (CIR) , but burst up to an 
excess information rate (EIR) . Excess burst traffic is 
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marked as excess in frame relay by setting a DE (discard 
eligible) bit. DE frames are discarded in preference to 
non DE frames. 

Other situations arise where the 'excess' usage of 
any resource by competing users needs to be controlled. 

An object of the invention is to provide a method of 
fairly controlling the excess usage of a finite resource. 

According to the present invention there is provided 
a method of controlling, in a communications system,, the 
excess usage of a finite resource through which traffic 
flows by a plurality of information sources having a 
committed information rate and an excess information 
rate, characterized in that it comprises, for each 
source, carrying out the steps of determining whether 
traffic from said source is in the excess condition; 
determining whether the finite resource is experiencing 
congestion; if the result of the determination in steps a 
and b is positive, determining whether the excess 
information rate is less than a predetermined fair 
information rate; and if the excess information rate is 
less than said fair information rate, passing incoming 
traffic to the resource, and if the current information 
rate is greater than said fair information rate, 
discarding the incoming traffic. 

In a preferred embodiment, the method of controlling 
the "fair " excess information rate is based upon the 
"leaky bucket" approach, although other bandwidth 
admissions procedures can be employed. This makes the 
allocation of excess resources 'fair' between competing 
virtual circuits. For example, in the case of a frame 
relay network, each virtual circuit runs its own instance 
of the described procedure. 
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The invention will now be described in more detail/ 
by way of example only, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings , in which 

Figure 1 is a flow chart illustrating the method in 
5 accordance with the invention; 

Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating an application of 
the method; and 

Figure 3 illustrates a "leaky bucket" implementation 
of the invention. 

10 Referring now to Fig, 1, this shows an approach to 

the problem of fair resource allocation in a frame relay 
network. 

In Figure 1/ an incoming frame Rx 1 in a frame relay 
network is passed to decision unit 2, which determines 

15 whether the frame is in an excess condition indicated 

either by the DE bit being set, or by conventional frame 
relay information rate procedures setting the DE bit. If 
the frame is not in excess, it is passed to frame queue 3 
for transmission over the permanent virtual channel using 

20 current frame relay standards in a conventional manner. 
If the answer is yes, the frame is passed to decision 
unit 4, which determines whether the transmission 
resource is experiencing congestion. If no congestion is 
being experienced, the frame is passed to output queue 3; 

25 if congestion is being experienced the frame is passed to 
decision unit 5. This determines whether the excess 
information rate is less than the Fair information rate, 
FairlR. If the answer is yes, the frame passed to output 
queue 3; if no the frame is passed to discard unit 6. 

30 A Fair Burst (Bf) is defined as the number of bits 

in the outgoing resource (queue) that may be consumed by 
a virtual circuit within a time interval T. This value 
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is negotiated on a per virtual circuit basis at call set- 
up time. The sum of the Bf for all the permanent virtual 
channels on the that resource cannot normally be more 
than the total size of the resource, (e.g. Sum of all Bf 
5 <= txQueue Size in bits) 

The FairlR (Fiar Information rate), which is the 
information rate allowed to 'leak' into the congested 
resource, is defined as Bf /AT, where AT is the Time 
period over which the rate is measured. AT is 

10 implementation dependent and usually small. 

The measurement of the onset of congestion or the 
level of resource congestion is implementation dependent. 
For example, this can be achieved by monitoring the 
utilization of a resource and raising a congestion alarm 

15 if the utilization exceeds a predetermined threshold. 

Figure 2 shows a specific embodiment of the 
invention comprising switches 14, 15 and physical links 
13, 16. Virtual circuits 10, 11, 12 compete for available 
bandwidth in outbound physical link 16 from switch 15. 

20 Frames being switched onto physical link 16 are passed to 
transmit queue 3 for transmission on outbound physical 
link 16, which in accordance with the invention can be 
guaranteed to transmit some DE frames (the amount can be 
commissioned at call set-up based upon the PVCs Bf value) 

25 while the congested bandwidth resource is congested. 

In the Figure 2, virtual channels are multiplexed 
onto a single physical link 16 having a predetermined 
bandwidth. Because of the nature of frame relay, PVC 10, 
PVC 11, and PVC 12 can send more data than the physical 

30 link 16 can handle. 

In switch 15 the Tx bandwidth pipe 16 is assumed to 
be congested because PVC 10, PVC 11, and PVC 12 are 
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competing for finite bandwidth resources that are near 
depletion. In a traditional frame relay network, all 
three PVCs could burst beyond the negotiated Be (burst 
capacity) and have their DE bits set on all excess 
5 frames. The PVC sending the most frames would get 

preference and could 'starve 1 the other PVCs from getting 
any DE frames through. Traditional networks are usually 
based upon a first come, first served model. 



10 received on PVC 10, PVC 11 and PVC 12 at Switch 15, all 
three permanent virtual channels can send DE frames on 
the congested resource, based upon Bf value for each PVC. 

Figure 3 shows a "leaky bucket" implementation of 
the invention, which makes use of a sliding window 
15 approach and is carried out on a per call basis. First, 
on call set up, the Fair Burst is set to Bf, which is 

dependent on systems resources, AT is initialized, and a 

timer is started. When the AT timer expires, the fair 

burst is set to the [Fair Burst + (FairIR*AT)] or Bf, 

20 whichever is less and the AT timer restarted. 

Simultaneously, the received frames are monitored to 
determine whether the DE bit is set, i.e. the frame is in 
excess. If not, the frame is passed to the transmit 
queue. If yes, the circuit determines whether the 
25 transmit resource is congested. If not, the frame is 

passed to the transmit queue. If yes, the circuit then 
determines whether the number of bits in the frame is 
less than the current fair burst. If the answer is no, 
the frame is discarded. 

30 If yes the current fair burst is set to the old fair 

burst - number of bits in the frame and the frame passed 
to the transmit queue. 



By applying the method described above frames 
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The circuit thus operates on the credit principle. 
Each time the timer is re-initialized, the "credit" fair 
burst rate for the channel is reset. This credit is then 
gradually used up as excess frames are transmitted until 
5 the timer expires, when the cycle repeats. 

The invention thus allows PVCs 10, 11, 12 to have 
fair access to the physical link 16. 
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Claims: 

1. A method of controlling/ in a communications system, 
the excess usage of a finite resource through which 
traffic flows by a plurality of information sources 
5 having a committed information rate and an excess 

information rate, characterized in that it comprises/ for 
each source/ carrying out the steps of: 

a) determining whether traffic from said source is 
in the excess condition; 
10 b) determining whether the finite resource is 

experiencing congestion; 

c) if the result of the determination in steps a and 
b is positive, determining whether the excess information 
rate is less than a predetermined fair information rate; 

15 and 

d) if the excess information rate is less than said 
fair information rate, passing incoming traffic to the 
resource, and if the current information rate is greater 
than said fair information rate, discarding the incoming 

20 traffic. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in the 
communications system is a frame relay network, said 
finite resource comprises available bandwidth on an 
outbound physical link from a switch in said network, and 

25 step a comprises determining whether a received frame for 
transmission on said outbound link is in an excess 
condition, 

3. A method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in 
that step a comprises determining whether a discard 

30 eligibility bit of a received frame is set. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in 
that the non-discarded traffic is passed to a transmit 
queue in the resource. 
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5. A method as claimed in claim 3, characterized in 
that the fair information rate is defined as the number 
of bits (Bf) in an outgoing resource queue that can be 
consumed by a virtual circuit within a predetermined time 
interval divided by an incremental time period over which 
the information rate is measured, where the sum of the Bf 
for all channels is less than or equal to the number of 
bits in the transmit queue of the resource. 

6. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in 
that allocation of the resource is carried out using a 
leaky bucket procedure. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in 
that upon initiation of a call, a predetermined fair 
burst value (Bf) is set and a timer started, and if both 

15 the result of the determination in steps a and b is 

positive and the number of bits in the frame is less than 
the fair burst value (Bf ) , the fair burst value Bf is 
reset to the old fair burst value less the number of bits 
in the frame, otherwise the frame is discarded. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in 
that on expiration of the timer after a predetermined 
period of time, the fair burst value Bf is reset so to be 
the lesser of the current fair burst value plus the fair 
information rate multiplied by said time period, and the 

25 current fair burst value. 



20 
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